
Ellen Mary Anne Dunn was born on February 25th, 1879, to Ellen Mary Dunnell 
(1857-1919) and John Dunn (1857-1925) at 56 Peerless Street, Islington, St. Luke's, 
London, England. The house is no longer there, it is now home to Moorfield's Eye 
Hospital. Ellen was a member of the 1895 British Ladies Football Club, when, at 
just sixteen years of age, she took part in the inaugural football match. 

The match took place at Nightingale Lane, Crouch End, Hornsey, London, before a 
crowd of some 10,000 spectators. The ladies split into two teams, namely, North 
and South London. Ellen’s team, North London, won by seven goals to one.The 
Ladies toured England, Scotland and Wales over the next two years. They played 
at what was possibly the first international ladies' football match, which took place 
on May 16th, 1896, at Jones' Road, (now Croke Park) in Dublin, Ireland.

Ellen married George Ambrose White (aka George Flexmore, professional 
comedian, 1877-1933) on February 27th, 1899 in Bethnal Green Registry Office. 
They had a daughter in July of that year, but the infant, a baby girl, arrived early and 
did not survive.

Ellen went on to enjoy a professional stage career spanning almost 30 years, 
performing her unique dance, contortion, singing and comedy repertoire as Lily 
Flexmore across the UK, Ireland, Europe, and the USA. Her professional Life Story 
can be seen at: https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-
tree/person/tree/190999003/person/352488901036/story

George, who was a Representative for Associated Newspapers, was also an 
accomplished comedian, performing using the stage name George Flexmore. He 
passed away suddenly, at 55, on September 26th, 1933. Ellen, aged 54 years, died 
the following year, on January 19th, barely four months following the death of her 
husband. She passed away at St. Mary's Hospital, 77a Highgate Hill, Islington (now 
Whittington Hospital). Ellen and George are Reunited in Islington Cemetery.



Ellen Mary Ann Dunn
1879–1934
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Parents

Spouse

Child

Life events map

John Dunn
Ellen Mary Dunnell

George Ambrose White

Baby Girl Flexmore




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Birth

Ellen Mary Ann Dunn was born on February 25th, 1879, to Ellen Mary Dunnell, age 21, and John
Dunn, age 21, at 56 Peerless Street, Islington, London.

25 Feb 1879 • 56 Peerless Street, London, England

Baptism

16 Mar 1879 • England

Birth of brother

Her brother Frederick was born on 15 April 1881 when Ellen Mary Ann was 2 years old.

15 April 1881 • St Lukes, Whitecross Street, Clerkenwell, London, UK.

Frederick Dunn
1881–1964

1879

1879

1881
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Residence
Relation to Head of House: Daughter

1881 • St Leonards Shoreditch, London, England

Birth of brother

Her brother George William was born on 12 August 1883 when Ellen Mary Ann was 4 years old.

12 Aug 1883 • Haggerston, Shoreditch, London, England.

Birth of brother

Her brother Charles Joshua was born on 3 December 1885 when Ellen Mary Ann was 6 years old.

3 Dec 1885 • St John, Walthamstow,London (E)

Birth of sister

Her sister Mary Ann Ada was born on 21 June 1888 when Ellen Mary Ann was 9 years old.

21-06-1888 • 18 Cranbrook Road, Bethnal Green, London, England

Birth of sister

Her sister Alice Maud was born on 7 November 1890 when Ellen Mary Ann was 11 years old.

7 Nov 1890 • Bethnal Green, London, England

George William Dunn
1883–1943

Charles Joshua Dunn
1885–1957

Mary Ann Ada Dunn
1888–1973

Alice Maud Dunn
1890–

1881

1883

1885

1888

1890
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Residence

Ellen Mary Ann Dunn lived in London, London, in 1891.

Relation to Head of House: Daughter

1891 • 108 Royston Street, London, St John, Bethnal Green, London, England

Birth of sister

Her sister Ethel was born on 22 February 1894 when Ellen Mary Ann was 14 years old.

22 Feb 1894 • Bethnal Green, London, England

Ethel Dunn
1894–1987

1891

1894
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Elen Mary Ann Dunn At 16

01 March 1895

BLFC Inagural Match

23 March 1895 • Nightingale Lane, Crouch End, Hornsey, London, England

1895

1895
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British Ladies Football Club -North Team

Back Row: Ms. Lily Lynn, Ms. Nettie J Honeyball, Ms. Williams, Ms. E. Edwards, Ms. Ide. Front Row:
Ms. Ruth Coupland (Ellen Mary Ann Dunn), Ms. Fenn, Ms. Nellie Gilbert, Ms. Phoebe Smith, Ms.
Rosa Thiere, Ms. E. Biggs.

Many of the ladies used false names when playing. Ellen went by the name of Ruth Coupland.

March 1895 • Crouch End, Hornsey, London

1895
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Visit to Ireland

21 June 1895 • Cliftonville Playing Fields, Belfast

1895
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British Ladies Football Club - South Team

Photo Studio of Robert Barrass

1895 • 180 Westgate Road, Newcastle

1895
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British Ladies Football Club - North Team

Photo Studio of Robert Barrass

1895 • 180 Westgate Road, Newcastle

Ladies International Match in Dublin

16 May 1896 • Jones' Road, Dublin

1895

1896
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British Ladies Versus Male Team

26 May 1896 • Jones' Road, Dublin

Birth of brother

Her brother Percy James was born on 29 September 1896 when Ellen Mary Ann was 17 years old.

29-09-1896 • Bethnal Green, London, England

Birth of brother

Her brother Albert H was born on 7 January 1898 when Ellen Mary Ann was 18 years old.

7 Jan 1898 • Bethnal Green, London, England

Marriage

Ellen Mary Ann Dunn married George Ambrose White on 27 February 1899 when she was 20 years
old.

27-02-1899 • Register Office, Bethnal Green, London

Percy James Dunn
1896–1974

Albert H Dunn
1898–1964

George Ambrose White
1877–1933

1896

1896

1898

1899
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Birth of Daughter

28 July 1899 • 24 Coleshill Street, Birmingham, England.

Birth and death of daughter

Her daughter Baby Girl was born on 28 July 1899 and passed away that same day.

28-07-1899 • Birmingham, Warwickshire, England

Baby Girl Flexmore
1899–1899

1899

1899
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Death of Daughter

29 July 1899 • 24 Coleshill Street, Birmingham, England.

Birth of brother

Her brother Henry Ambrose was born on 10 September 1900 in London, London, when Ellen Mary
Ann was 21 years old.

10-09-1900 • 26 Globe Road, London E15 1RF, UK

Henry Ambrose Dunn
1900–1995

1899

1900
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Census

Ellen was boarding with husband George Ambrose White (Flexmore) at 2 Aliwel Road, Battersea,
London. She was appearing in several London theatres at this time. Ellen used her stage name Lily
with her marriage name White in this instance.

1901 • 2 Aliwel Road, Battersea, London

1901

27/03/2026, 08:31 Ellen Mary Ann Dunn - Print

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/205365359/person/312692493851/story 14/22

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/mediaui-viewer/tree/205365359/person/312692493851/media/2695d70d-8124-440c-9f9a-72f37b091491


Census

The age entries in this record show George as 32 years of age, giving a birth year of 1879 and Ellen
as 26 years of age, giving a birth year of 1885. It also states that they had been married for 7 years,
giving a marriage year as 1904. George and Ellen's certified birth years were 1877 and 1879
respectively, and their marriage certificate is dated 1899.

Ellen and George were boarding at 14 Waterloo Road, Lambeth, London, along with a number of other theatrical people.

1911 • 14 Waterloo Road, Lambeth, London

Death of mother

Her mother Ellen Mary passed away on 19 September 1919 at the age of 61.

19 Sept 1919 • 76 Warner Road, Walthamstow, West Ham, London, England

Ellen Mary Dunnell
1857–1919

1911

1919
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Ellen Mary Ann Dunn - Lily Flexmore

January 1920

1921 Census Cover Page

Ellen and George were living at their permanent address at 28 Colebrooke Row, in Islington.
George was working as a Newspaper Representative with Associated Newspapers, Carmelite
House, Blackfriars, London EC 4. Interestingly, when George signed the form, he included the
words :' Trading As George Flexmore.'

01 June 1921 • 28 Colebrooke Row, Islington, London

1920

1921
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1921 Census Page 2

02 June 1921 • 28 Colebrooke Row, Islington, London

Death of father

Her father John passed away on 18 August 1925 at the age of 68.

18 August 1925 • Whipps Cross Hospital, Walthamstow, London, England.

Death of Husband

Ellen's husband, George, died suddenly on September 26th, 1933.

26-09-1933 • St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London City

Death of husband

Her husband George Ambrose passed away on 26 September 1933 at the age of 56. They had
been married 34 years.

26 Sept 1933 • St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London City

John Dunn
1857–1925

George Ambrose White
1877–1933

1921

1925

1933

1933
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Death

Scarcely four months following the death of her husband George, Ellen Mary Ann Dunn-White - Lily
Flexmore - died - on January 19th 1934 - when she was 54 years old. Her death, caused by
meningitis and pneumonia, occurred at Whittington Hospital, (known as St. Mary's in the 1930's), at
77a Highgate Hill, Islington, London.

.

19-01-1934 • Whittington (St. Mary's) Hospital, Islington, London, England

1934
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Burial

Ellen passed away on Friday, January 19th, but she was not interred until the Thursday of the
following week. This may have been done in order to allow many of Ellen's friends to make their
way to Islington to attend the funeral.

25 January 1934 • Circular Road, Islington & St. Pancras Cemetery, East Finchley, London, England

1934
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Location of Grave

Plot Number: L/3/14781/P

26 January 1934 • Central Road, Islington Cemetery, London

Probate

12 Jun 1934 • London, England

Death of brother

Her brother George William died on 17 February 1943 when Ellen Mary Ann was 63 years old.

17 Feb 1943 • 24 Park Row, Greenwich, London.

George William Dunn
1883–1943

1934

1934

1943
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Death of brother

Her brother John Joseph died on 2 October 1946 in Barking, Essex, when Ellen Mary Ann was 67
years old.

02-10-1946 • 22 Alfred's Gardens, Barking, Essex, England

Death of brother

Her brother Charles Joshua died on 22 June 1957 in Essex when Ellen Mary Ann was 78 years old.

22 Jun 1957 • Essex, England

Death of brother

Her brother Frederick died on 14 May 1964 in Bethnal Green, Middlesex, when Ellen Mary Ann was
85 years old.

14-05-1964 • 70 Cypress Street, Bethnal Green East, England

Death of brother

Her brother Albert H died in October 1964 in Essex when Ellen Mary Ann was 85 years old.

Oct 1964 • Essex South Western, Essex, England

Death of sister

Her sister Mary Ann Ada died in July 1973 when Ellen Mary Ann was 94 years old.

July 1973 • Sutton, Greater London, England

Death of brother

Her brother Percy James died in April 1974 in Ipswich, Suffolk, when Ellen Mary Ann was 95 years
old.

Apr 1974 • Ipswich, Suffolk, England

Death of sister

Her sister Ethel died in July 1987 when Ellen Mary Ann was 108 years old.

Jul 1987 • Lambeth, London, England

John Joseph Dunn
1876–1946

Charles Joshua Dunn
1885–1957

Frederick Dunn
1881–1964

Albert H Dunn
1898–1964

Mary Ann Ada Dunn
1888–1973

Percy James Dunn
1896–1974

Ethel Dunn
1894–1987

1946

1957

1964

1964

1973

1974

1987
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Death of brother

Her brother Henry Ambrose died on 2 April 1995 in Polegate, Sussex, when Ellen Mary Ann was 116
years old.

2 Apr 1995 • 24 Malcolm Gardens, Polegate East Sussex, England

Finding Of The Grave

The grave of Ellen Mary Ann Dunn and George White was re-discovered in December of 2023
after many years of searching by Ellen's loving family. The Cross is adorned with a descending
dove and a garland of ivy, signifying that the souls of the departed have been taken to everlasting
peace in heaven.

16 December 2023 • East Finchley, London Borough of Barnet, Greater London, England

Henry Ambrose Dunn
1900–1995

1995

2023
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